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brought down on niy head the most furious abuse
which my journalistic life has known, but which
ended in the reformation, not yet complete, however,
of the water supply of the city, and the admission
by the Florentines that if they had attended to my
warnings earlier they would have been saved great
losses, chief of which was the abandonment of a
projected return to Florence by Queen Victoria, on
account of a serious epidemic of typhoid which
broke out after her first visit. Like most reformers,
I was threatened with violence if I returned to the
scene of my labors, to be hailed as a friend when I
had been found to be right and my warnings salu-
tary. But at the moment, the effect of the fevers
was to drive me out of Florence, where residence
had on many accounts proved most delightful, and
send me off again on adventure*

I passed the next year at New York on the staff
of the "Evening Post," sending occasional corre-
spondence to the " Times/' and during this absence
my father-in-law became involved in financial em-
barrassments which ultimately cost my wife her
allowance, after we had again established our resi-
dence for the family in London. With a widened
literary experience and connection I could see my
way to a better situation than that of the past years,
but in 1886 the death of the Eome correspondent
of the " Times," and the definite retirement of Mr.
Gallenga, the Italian correspondent par excellence,
brought me into a regular and permanent employ-
ment by the paper as its representative for Greece
and Italy, with residence at Eome.stem of drainage and
